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Dedicated to His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acharya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

“Lord Sri Krishna and Arjuna blew their celestial 
conches to rally and enthuse the devotees.”

The Conch

Newsletter 
New Govardhana Community
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ISKCON Founder-Acharya His Divine Grace 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Srila Prabhupada Uvaca
“Lord Ramacandra appeared in 
this world to educate or to place 
ideal example of a king. The 
example is given, Rama-rajya. 
Rama-rajya. It is the kingdom of 
Lord Rama. Because everyone 
was happy, everyone. There are 
so many instances in the life of 
Ramacandra. One brahmana ... 
Not brahmana exactly. Somebody 
came to Ramacandra. Because at 
that time there was no court like 
this, that you have to go to a court 
and apply with stamp fee. Then 
your judgment will be delivered 
after six years. It is not like 
that. Anyone who has got some 
complaint, he should... The king 
used to sit in the open audience, 
and the citizens were allowed 
to approach the king and place 
their complaints. Because there 
was no complaint practically. 
Everyone was happy. Very minor 
complaint. So somebody came 
to Ramacandra, and he charged 
Ramacandra, “My dear king, my 
son has died. How is that, in the 
presence of his father, son can 
die? There must be something 
wrong in Your government.” 
Just see. The charge is “Why my 
son has died before my death? 
This is unnatural.” So there was 
nothing unnatural. The king was 
responsible even for severe cold, 
severe heat. That we get from 
history of Srimad-Bhagavatam. 
That is stated. So the kings were 
so much responsible. They were 
always thinking of the happiness 
of the citizens, and the citizens 
were also so nice. “ 

 Lecture, Hawaii, 27 March 1969
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Govardhana Hill
By Kisori devi dasi

Krishna and his fellow cowherd 
friends enjoyed many childhood 
pastimes on Govardhana Hill – 
sporting in the waterfalls and creeks, 
hiding in the caves, collecting fruit 
and flowers, decorating themselves 
with various minerals and gemstones, 
all the while herding calves as their 
daily job.

Milk was the economic backbone 
of the Vrindavana residents, and as 
a young boy Krishna convinced his 
father, the King of Vrindavana, to 
re-direct the worship of Indra, King 
of Heaven – who was responsible 
for supplying water – to Govardhana 
Hill instead. Krishna reasoned 

that Govardhana Hill supplied all 
necessities in terms of food, water 
and shelter both to the cows and the 
villagers and as such was deserving 
of their worship, more so than Indra, 
who had become proud and who 
Krishna wanted to teach a lesson.

Krishna, as the Supreme Personality 
of Godhead, also wanted to firmly 

establish that demigod worship was 
not necessary.

He organised that many varieties of 
food be prepared and placed in front 
of the hill. After the prayers were 
complete, He led all the residents 
and cows around Govardhana Hill, a 
circumambulation to offer respects. 
The cows had been well-fed with 
sweet grasses and the women were 
all dressed very beautifully.

After the ceremony was finished, 
Krishna assumed a massive form 
and declared, “I am Govardhana 
Mountain’. He then consumed all the 
huge quantities of food in His gigantic 
form and asked for more and more, 
“Aniyor! Aniyor!” 

Indra, angry that his worship had 
been curtailed, created a frightening 
storm in an attempt to destroy the 
prosperity of the cowherders.

To protect all the simple villagers and 
animals, Krishna lifted Govardhana 
Hill and held it aloft for seven days. 
While under its shelter, no one felt 
any hunger, thirst or cold.

Indra, realising he was dealing with 
his Supreme Master, on seeing this 
wondrous feat, shamefacedly came to 
beg forgiveness for his impudence.

This wonderful festival is called 
Govardhana Puja and is celebrated 
annually in ISKCON centres 
worldwide.

Devotees worship small rocks from 
Govardhana as Krsna Himself, 
although these rocks can only be 
removed from Govardhana under 
special conditions.

Giri Govardhana is bathed in honey at 
Govardhana Hill, New Govardhana.

Lord Krishna protects the residents of Vrindavana from the wrath of Indra by lifting 
Govardhana Hill.
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Celebrating 
Women in 
ISKCON 

By Krishnarupa devi dasi (ACBSP)

On Sunday, 16 October, New 
Govardhana’s Vaishnavi Committee 
will be hosting a special ‘Celebrating 
Women in ISKCON’ Sunday Feast 
program.

The Sunday Feast program will 
feature an Odishi dance recital, a 
discourse on great Vaishnavis in our 
Madhava Gaudiya sampradaya, a 
delicious Sunday Feast cooked by Hari 
Prana devi dasi and Govindasthali 
devi dasi, and kirtana by some of our 
wonderful Vaishnavi kirtaneers.

Please make sure you come by 4 pm 
to enjoy the full program and support 
the Vaishnavis in our ISKCON family.

In Focus: Jhulan 
Devi Dasi
By Vrindavani devi dasi

Jhulan devi dasi’s smiling face is 
a common sight around the New 
Govardhana farm. She performs many 
services, including cooking for the 
Deities, cleaning the gurukula, and 
working under Krishnarupa devi dasi 
(ACBSP) as the ashrama co-ordinator 
for the brahmacharini ashrama.  
However, she did not expect to end 
up at New Govardhana!

“I never imagined myself ending up  
as a devotee, but it happened,” 
recalls Jhulan.

Jhulan grew up in Korea and went to 
university in China. 

“I studied Chinese and Business at 
school, and I was very materialistic,” 
Jhulan says. “But my experience 
in China opened my eyes about 
the world and about life. After 
that experience, I was more into 
spirituality.”

Her newfound interest in spirituality 
and the wider world inspired her 
to travel – with Australia the first 
destination. Once in Australia, a 
friend told Jhulan about the Krishna 
Village. 

“So I ended up staying here for one 
year,” Jhulan explains. “I was reading 

philosophy which was very nice … but 
I wasn’t convinced. Krishna put me 
in difficulty after one year and then 
I realised that enjoyment is not the 
purpose of life. I decided to surrender 
and I chose reality rather than 
temporary enjoyment. I think it was 
the best decision I ever made.”

Jhulan joined the ashrama three 
years ago, and in October 2014, His 
Holiness Kadamba Kanana Swami 
gave her first initiation. Now she is 
thinking about how she would like 
to preach Krishna consciousness in 
the future. With this in mind, and 
with the encouragement of her 
authorities, she is soon to complete 
the Yoga Alliance Certified course 
offered at the Krishna Village and will 
be qualified to teach yoga. 

“As you practice [Krishna 
consciousness] you realise, ‘I need to 
preach. I need to share this amazing 
culture,’ ” Jhulan says. “So I started 
book distribution, but it wasn’t really 
my nature. Again I struggled: ‘What 
can I do for Krishna?’ And then one 
devotee from China recommended 
yoga preaching. So many thousands 
of people in China became devotees 
through yoga. And she said to me, 
‘Why don’t you try? You can learn this 
right here at the Village.’ ” 

Jhulan feels that through teaching 
the science of yoga, there is a great 
opportunity to bring people closer 
to Krishna consciousness.  She looks 
forward to preaching through yoga 
and kirtana in the future, but she 
doesn’t have any plans to leave New 
Govardhana. 

“This farm is an amazing place,” 
Jhulan says. “We have everything, 
actually. It is now my home.”

If you would like to participate in the 
special Sunday Feast in any capacity, 
please contact Krishnarupa devi dasi 
(ACBSP) on 0416 179 733.

The Conch 
Blows its Horn 
By Mukunda Goswami

Is it time to party?

The number five is flyin’ high in the 
sky over the Vaisnava world these 
days: Lord Krishna’s appearance (5000 
years ago), Lord Caitanya’s ‘birth’ (500 
years back) and ISKCON’s beginning 
(50 years ago). And lo and behold, 
October 2016 marks The Conch’s fifth 
birthday anniversary. 

The Conch newsletter (New 
Govardhana’s only) began in 2011 
at the prompting of Karunika devi 
dasi. It was initially slated to be only 
four pages long, but the faction for 
a lengthier publication won the day, 
and hence an eight-page monthly 
newsletter was born.

Replete with photographs and newsy 
articles, the glossy pages gave readers 
a glimpse into New Govardhana 
happenings. The Conch smelled good, 
felt good, could be read in a favourite 
chair away from computer screens 
and became instantly accepted as a 
welcome addition to the community.

Monthly hand deliveries to New 
Govardhana and Murwillumbah 
resident devotees enhanced 
readability and endeared the project 
to many.

Hi-5 to The Conch!

Jhulan devi dasi (R) with recent special 
guest at New Govardhana, Malati devi 
dasi (L). 
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TRAINING 
KRISHNA’S 
BULLOCKS
By Krsna Kirtana dasa

Cow protection does not focus only 
on milk production; it is also about 
protecting and training bullocks. 
Our philosophy of cow protection 
becomes complete when bulls are 
also engaged on a regular basis.  
This is an even more compelling  
case for cow protection. In the 
modern dairy industry they keep the 
cows for milk and sadly kill the bulls. 
Cow protection not only protects  
the bulls but demonstrates their 
practical value. 

Recently we approached Venu Gopala 
dasa with the idea of expanding the 
bullock training and he very happily 
agreed. We started with training 
three bullocks regularly and two 
more have just joined the program. 
The proposed new system will take 
in young bullocks as soon as they are 
weaned off their mother. They will 
undergo systematic training for three 
months and return for further training 
every year. 

By the time they are of working age 
(four years) they will be fully trained 
and ready to work. Bullocks can do a 
variety of services such as ploughing, 
slashing, carting, pulling logs, 
harvesting crops, powering pumps, 

bullock cart rides, and on festivals 
they can take Srila Prabhupada or 
Their Lordships on parikrama with 
the devotees. 

At present, aside from training we are 
restoring an old cart and a smaller 
training cart. More equipment will 
be needed in time. Smaller holding 
paddocks with yards and shelters are 
presently being planned, which will 
enable greater capacity. In the next 
six months we are hoping to have  
10 bullocks in the program.

Keep your eyes out for the bullocks 
in training and get to know them. 
Krishna Village and Retreat guests 
love the interaction with the bullocks. 
More help is needed in training, 
building, repairing and maintaining 

A family affair: Krsna Kirtana dasa with his 
eldest son Nitai Chandra dasa walk Giri and 
Balaji.

Solid 
foundations: 
Krishna Village 
growth
By Henrike Schreer

September has seen one of the 
biggest upgrades of the year to the 
Krishna Village facilities. After tireless 
research and preparation by our 
multi-talented yoga teacher trainer 
Malcolm Knights, we now have a  
new vinyl floor in wood optic. 
Considering that three years ago the 
hall was a messy shed, we have come 
far indeed.

Overall, 2016 has been a year of 
consolidation and improvements: 
redesigning the community kitchen 
area; building a new raw food 
kitchen; creating a bigger reception 

and shop; and renovating most of the 
retreat rooms. 

The Krishna Village team has also 
grown from four people in 2015 to 
12 crew members in 2016. We are 
continuing to expand, offering more 
courses in 2017, including retreats 
with our philosophy teacher Michael 
Olabode, and the ‘Voice of Yoga’ 
retreats with Gitanjali devi dasi  
and more. 

With more than 1500 retreat guests, 
yoga teacher trainees and volunteers 
visiting us this year, we are excited 
to contribute to Srila Prabhupada’s 
mission by allowing our guests to 
dip their toes into our Vedic culture. 
Many of them experience kirtana, 
yoga; chanting; and the ideas of 
sattva and bhakti for the first time 
and can immediately see how they 
are valuable and relevant to their day-
to-day lives.

equipment. General farm hands are 
also required for fencing, building 
shelters and maintaining water lines. 

If you would like to assist in this 
exciting bullock/cow service, please 
don’t hesitate to contact Krsna 
Kirtana dasa on 0428 727627 or 
kkdasa@bigpond.net.au
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Krishna Village volunteers hard at work 
renovating.
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Rough Start Pt.1
by Urvasi devi dasi

At the beginning of August, on a 
stormy night, I traversed the night 
paddock looking for Radhika, a 
pregnant Gir cow who was due to 
give birth at any time. 

Radhika had been abandoned by her 
mother at birth and I had the great 
fortune to have been able to hand 
raise her. So I was excited about the 
imminent birth and keen to be there 
to make sure everything went well. 
However, after counting off all the 
cows and bullocks by name, I hadn’t 
been able to find her. On the way 
back to the goshalla I saw something 
glistening in the torchlight, and 
thought, “I don’t remember that big 
rock in this paddock”. As I got closer 
I quickly realised it was a new-born 
calf, with no mother in sight.

I called out “Radhiiiiiiii, Radhiiiiiiii”, 
but she was long gone. Without 
having licked her baby clean, and 
thus establish the all-important bond 
necessary for their relationship, I was 
left the task of cleaning the calf. I 
phoned Venugopal dasa to help with 
moving the newborn to the cowshed. 
As I waited in the darkness, I began 
to massage and comfort this little 
wretch, quickly discovering that the 
latest member of our family was 
a girl and that her front legs were 
deformed. All kinds of thoughts 
flashed through my mind as I realised 
that I would also be hand-raising 
Radhika’s first daughter, if she were  
to survive.

After getting her back to the cowshed, 
and finding Radhika, the storm began 
to intensify. However, Radhika was 
not the least bit interested in her 
baby and completely ignored her all 
night. Colostrum was drawn from 
the mother and fed to the calf in a 
bottle. This is important for immunity 
and gut flora. I decided to stay with 
the newborn as she needed some 
warmth and some loving. I bundled 
her up in my coat and laid beside her 
on the ground with my arms wrapped 
around her to protect her from the 
rain that was being blown into the 
shed. We laid together like that most 
of the night as Radhika stood all 
night in the cold and the darkness, 
not sure what to make of the night’s 
events. Throughout the night the 
baby tried to stand and with a lot of 

perseverance she finally got up on her 
feet, although not in the conventional 
way. 

A visit to the vet the next day 
indicated that the newborn may be 
able to walk after a few months of 
regular daily physiotherapy. Two 
months on and we are already seeing 
some progress. However, last month 
an operation was performed to 
release the tendons – at the time of 
writing the splints were still in place. 

She already has two sponsors who 
have named her Madhuri Adi Lila. 
Madhuri has countless visitors to her 
pen, and prior to the operation had 
already begun to explore outside her 
pen. We are hoping that a successful 
operation will enable Madhuri to join 
the rest of the herd soon.
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‘Her Royal Cheekiness’ Madhuri in all of 
her glory – with friends and helpers.



6

Caring for 
Cows in 
Mayapur 
By Govardhana Seva dasa

Many of you will remember Bhaktine 
Sharne who spent a year serving at 
New Govardhana taking care of the 
cows. After gaining experience in this 
field, she moved to Mayapur and 
continued caring for the cows.

She returned to New Govardhana 
on 27 April when she learned that 
her friend Jayadeva dasa was not 
expected to live for much longer. 
Sharne stayed until he left his body. 
Shortly afterwards, she returned to 
Mayapur to continue with her duties 
in the goshalla.

Her primary duties in Mayapur are 
to oversee the medical requirements 

of the herd, and she heads a team 
of devotees from countries such 
as Russia, Portugal, New Zealand, 
Australia and many other places.  
The team is available 24/7 throughout 
the year.

The herd consists of 320 cattle 
ranging from 6 months to 25 years 
old. Recent improvements to the 

fields surrounding the goshalla 
have seen 25 acres of agricultural 
land in which they grow their own 
grasses. The goshalla also has its own 
breeding program.

Sharne’s daily duties involve treating 
diseases such as cancer tumours; skin 
problems; wounds; adverse reactions 
to flies and ticks; and other diseases.

She has regular contact with 
homeopathic and allopathic doctors 
for guidance and treatment protocol. 
Under the guidance of these medical 
professionals, Sharne is being taught 
to administer injections; collect blood 
samples; clean and dress wounds; 
and closely follow the healing 
processes.

“My life is dedicated to Krishna’s 
cows,” says Bhaktine Sharne. “I am 
very happy being at the Mayapur 
goshalla.”

Bhaktine Sharne tending cows in Sri 
Dham Mayapur.

SNAPSHOTS
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(Above) Ratha-yatra meets The Banana 
Festival, a yearly event in Murwillumbah.
(Below) The Pandava’s Sports Carnival, 
hosted by the Bhaktivedanta Gurukula, is 
a popular community event which is held 
each year.

Sri Sri Radha Govardhanadhari in Their new Radhastami outfit.
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SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
The Conch is your community 
newsletter, and we invite you to 
submit articles for publication.
Articles should be 300 words or 
less and supplied in MS Word via 
email to gordon108@bigpond.
com. Photographs must be 
in JPG format. Please provide 
the name of the author and 

the photographer. Anonymous 
submissions will not be published. 
Deadline is the 12th of each 
month. Occasionally a submission 
could be held over to a later 
edition. All submissions will be 
edited, proofread and may be 
rejected without notice.

EDITORIAL BOARD:
Damodara Pandit dasa, Govardhana Seva dasa, 
Krishnarupa devi dasi (ACBSP), Urvasi devi dasi 
(layout and graphic design).

For enquiries, comments or suggestions,  
contact: www.conch.org.au

HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS on 
the Move
By Syama Sakhi devi dasi

In commemoration of the 50th 
anniversary of ISKCON in the West, 
our High School Gurukula students 
travelled to Sydney, Canberra and 
the Perisher Valley for a week of 
adventure and service. On the way 
to Sydney, we stopped in Coffs 
Harbour where some of our students 
participated in the State Athletics 
competition. Once we picked our 
champs up we proceeded to Sydney. 
Kirtana was sung, games played, and 
riddles solved during the six-hour 
journey. 

In Sydney, our hosts overwhelmed 
us with their kind-hearted and loving 
hospitality. Madhavi mataji and 
Syamasundar prabhu, together with 
their three children Keshava, Vrinda 
and Nitai, hosted 29 of us in their 
house. Our mornings started with 
japa meditation and kirtana through 
which we were able to establish a 
strong spiritual start to our days. 
Then, each day after breakfast, we 
embarked on different adventures 
like our first harinama along Circular 
Quay where we sung our hearts out, 
danced and distributed more than 
100 Krishna conscious magazines. We 
visited the temple, took a ferry ride to 
Manly and Darling Harbour where we 
visited Sea World, as well as Madame 
Tussauds Wax museum. We walked 
through the Botanical Gardens and 
participated in the evening kirtanas. 
Ice-cream, fresh juices and vegan 
burgers were part of our sightseeing 
experiences too.  

The highlight in Sydney was our 
participation in the Opera House 
Celebration. The students chanted 
the Shanti Pancakam prayers as the 
first act of the show, invoking peace 

for the world and all living entities. 
The Gullab Jammin’ group also 
performed their song adaptation of 
‘Bow Down Mister’. We were thrilled 
to be part of this wonderful and 
historical event. 

Leaving Sydney fairly early, we 
embarked on our trip to Canberra. 
In Caberra we visited the Parliament 
House, the War Memorial and the 
National Electoral Education Centre. 
The tour we had at the Parliament 
House was great. The students asked 
some excellent questions. Yet the War 
Memorial was probably our favourite 
place. It was a sobering experience 
to walk through the many amazingly 
decorated rooms that showed the 
various times of Australia at war. 
The students eagerly looked for the 
personalities they researched in their 
history unit on Gallipoli. 

The last place we visited was the 
National Electoral Education Centre. 
There the students had a fantastic 
and engaging tour on elections and 
the importance of voting. Through 
the support of the Australian 
Government we were able to qualify 
for the PACER contribution and our 
students were able to learn about 
Australian history, culture, heritage 
and democracy. The sweet devotees 
in Canberra cooked lunch for us so 
we had the chance to meet them and 
offer prayers to the Deities before 
proceeding to Jindabyne. 

Going to the snow was for many 
of the students their first snow 
experience. There we got the chance 
to do some tobogganing, skiing, 
and snowboarding. Snow fights and 
building snowmen were also part 
of the day. All in all, it was a joyful 
and fun snow experience that the 
students enjoyed a lot. 

On our way back to New Govardhana, 
we stopped in Yamba where Joel 
and the family fed us delicious pizza 
and ice-cream. Everyone was happy 

and amazed to see the devotion and 
service Joel’s family provided to us. 

The entire trip was beneficial as the 
students got a chance to bond with 
each other, offer service to Srila 
Prabhupada, and visit some incredible 
places. Such trips truly offer a one-
of-a-kind experience for the students 
and provide memories that will be 
cherished for the rest of our lives. 

Gurukula students enjoyed a recent 
trip away visiting many iconic holiday 
destinations in Sydney, Canberra and 
Perisher Valley. Their Sydney Opera House 
performance was the highlight. 



Please join us each 
Ekadasi for  

Srimad-Bhagavatam 
class given by His Divine 
Grace Srila Prabhupada. 

These classes will  
feature subtitles.

Darshan arati 7am
Class 7.30am

Upcoming Events

October Calendar
 (from Vaishnava calendar www.vaisnavacalendar.com)

© 2016 The Conch copyright of New Govardhana     www.conch.org.au

1 Sat  Put timepieces FORWARD one hour before retiring 
2 Sun  First day of Daylight Saving 
8 Sa  Durga Puja
11 Tue  Ramacandra Vijayotsava
  Sri Madhavacarya – Appearance
12 Wed  Fasting for Parsankusa Ekadasi
13 Thu  Dvadasi: Break fast 8.16 – 10.25 am
  Sri Raghunatha Dasa Goswami – Disappearance
  Srila Raghunatha Bhatta Goswami – Disappearance
  Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami – Disappearance
16 Sun  Sri Krsna Saradiya Rasayatra
  Sri Murari Gupta – Disappearance
  Laksmi Puja
20 Thu  Srila Narottama Dasa Thakura – Disappearance
23 Sun  Appearance of Radha Kunda, snana dana
  Bahulastami
24 Mon  Sri Virabhadra – Appearance
26 Wed  Fasting for Rama Ekadasi
27 Thu  Dvadasi: Break fast 5.58 – 10.19 am
30 Sun  Dipa dana, Dipavali, (Kali Puja)
31 Mon  Go Puja, Go Krda, Govardhana Puja (Festival date 6 November  
  at New Govardhana)
  Sri Rasikananda – Appearance

DAYLIGHT SAVING (NSW)
On Sunday, 2 October, Daylight 
Saving will commence in New 
South Wales. On Saturday, 
1 October clocks and other 
timepieces should be put 
FORWARD ONE HOUR before 
retiring.

SUNDAY FEAST 
PROGRAMS 
Sunday Feast Programs will 
commence at 4.00 pm (NSW 
time) from Sunday, 2 October 
unless otherwise informed 
(Special events and Festivals).

DID YOU KNOW? 
That in some parts of the twin 
towns of Tweed Heads and 
Coolangatta that crossing the 
NSW/QLD border line is as simple 
as crossing the street or road. 
Being a family in these areas 
can be a nightmare during the 
Daylight Savings period. 

It is not uncommon in a family for 
the parents to be working in two 
different states and for the school 
children also to be attending 
schools in different states, all at 
different times. 

Special Sunday Feast 
Program

Sunday, 16 October
CELEBRATING VAISHNAVIS
– Women Serving the Community 
Together

Highlights:

• Vaishnavis of all ages sing for the 
Lord

• Odishi dance recital by Krishna 
Bhakti devi dasi and Sanatani 
Rombola

• Discourse on the famous Vaishnavi 
Gangamata by Ambika devi dasi

• Delicious feast by Hari Prana and 
Govindasthali devi dasis.
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Daily at various locations 
Contact Garuda dasa for details
garuda108das@hotmail.com

Sunday Mornings
Northern NSW & Gold Coast
Visnujana dasa 0498 141 021

Harinama 
Sankirtana ki jaya!




