
Janmastami
Krishna’s Divine Birth

Srila Prabhupada 
The Senapati Bhakta Appears

Calves Galore
Four new calves – more to come!
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Dedicated to His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada, Founder-Acharya of the International Society for Krishna Consciousness

“Lord Sri Krishna and Arjuna blew their celestial 
conches to rally and enthuse the devotees.”
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Prabhupada Speaks  + Devotees In Focus + 50th Open Day Pictorial 



Cover design/artwork by Urvasi devi dasi

ISKCON Founder-Acharya His Divine Grace 
A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada

Srila Prabhupada Uvaca
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Amongst various names of the 
relatives, the name of Rāma or 
Balarāma, eldest brother of Lord 
Krishna, is added with the words 
“the Personality of Godhead” 
because Lord Balarāma is the 
immediate expansion of visnu-
tattva as prakāśa-vigraha of 
Lord Krishna. The Supreme Lord, 
although one without a second, 
expands Himself as many other 
living beings. The visnu-tattva 
living beings are expansions 
of the Supreme Lord, and all 
of them are qualitatively and 
quantitatively equal with the 
Lord. But expansions of the 
jīva-śakti, the category of the 
ordinary living beings, are not at 
all equal with the Lord. One who 
considers the jīva-śakti and the 
visnu-tattva to be on an equal 
level is considered a condemned 
soul of the world. Śrī Rāma, or 
Balarāma, is the protector of the 
devotees of the Lord. Baladeva 
acts as the spiritual master of all 
devotees, and by His causeless 
mercy the fallen souls are 
delivered. Śrī Baladeva appeared 
as Śrī Nityānanda Prabhu during 
the advent of Lord Caitanya, 
and the great Lord Nityānanda 
Prabhu exhibited His causeless 
mercy by delivering a pair of 
extremely fallen souls, namely 
Jagāi and Mādhāi. Therefore it 
is particularly mentioned herein 
that Balarāma is the protector 
of the devotees of the Lord. By 
His divine grace only one can 
approach the Supreme Lord Śrī 
Krishna, and thus Śrī Balarāma 
is the mercy incarnation of the 
Lord, manifested as the spiritual 
master, the savior of the pure 
devotees. 

SB 1.14.28–29 purports

Janmastami 
By Carsani devi dasi

With Janmastami just around the 
corner, now is the perfect time 
for each of us to reflect upon the 
meaning of this holy day, celebrating 
the transcendental appearance of 
Lord Krishna 5000 years ago in Sri 
Vrindavan Dham/Mathura. 

Of course, Krishna does not take birth, 
as we do, in this material world. In 
the same way that His body is purely 
spiritual, so too is His appearance. It 
is out of the Lord’s deep compassion 
for the living entities entangled in 
material existence that He chooses 
to appear in His beautiful threefold-
bending form – the enchanting son of 
Mother Yasoda and beloved friend of 
the cowherd boys and girls of Vraja. 

As He boldly declares in the 
Bhagavad-gita (4, 6–7): “Although  
I am unborn and My transcendental 
body never deteriorates, and 
although I am the Lord of all 
living entities, I still appear in 
every millennium in My original 
transcendental form. Whenever 
and wherever there is a decline in 
religious practice, O descendant of 
Bharata, and a predominant rise of 
irreligion – at that time I descend 
Myself.” 

The purpose of Lord Krishna’s 
appearance is thus to re-establish 
religious principles and give 
pleasure to His dear devotees, while 
annihilating the demoniac influences 
that are becoming increasingly 
prevalent. 

Five thousand years later, we’re 
also fortunate to be beneficiaries of 
Krishna’s mercy, and on Janmastami 
day devotees still gather at 
temples around the world to listen 
to narrations about His Divine 
Appearance. Bhakti-yoga begins 
with hearing and chanting Krishna’s 
glories. Submissively taking shelter of 
His pastimes is the means by which 
we can become free from material 
entanglement. 

The Lord also confirms this in 
Bhagavad-gita (4.9): “One who 
knows the transcendental nature of 
My appearance and activities does 
not, upon leaving the body, take his 
birth again in this material world, but 
attains My eternal abode, O Arjuna.”  

Here at New Govardhana, Krishna 
and His eternal consort have 
kindly manifested as Sri Sri Radha 
Govardhanadhari. As Janmastami 
approaches, let’s take the opportunity 
to meditate on Krishna’s holy name 
and pastimes, and re-dedicate 
ourselves to His service, following 
in the footsteps of our Founder-
Acharya, His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada.

Sri Sri Krishna Balarama and Sri Giri 
Govardhana at New Govardhana.
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Beating the Brihat 
Mridanga

By Damodara Pandit dasa  

Srila Prabhupada called the 
printing press the “brihat 
mridanga” or “big drum” 
because of its ability to spread 
the sankirtana message further 
than what can be done by 
beating a drum in kirtana.  Now 
we are seeing through what is 
called ‘new media’ that we are 
spreading the holy name around 
the world with a click of a button.

The ISKCON New Govardhana 
Facebook page is spreading the 
glories of New Govardhana and the 
sankirtana mission on an amazing 
scale.

• The ISKCON New Govardhana 
Facebook page has 15,000 
LIKES.

• Last week our POST REACH 
was 157,029.

• Our POST ENGAGEMENT was 
19,716.

• The Coolangatta Ratha-yatra 
(‘Cooly Rocks On’) parade 
video post had 303,000 views 
and was shared 6355 times, 
with 700,000 people reached. 

If you would like to post some 
special item you can contact one 
of the administrators such as: 
Urvasi devi dasi,  Trevor Gore or 
Nrsimha Kavaca dasa.

To visit the page, search 
in Facebook:  ISKCON 
New Govardhana

Or directly using the link:     
https://www.facebook.com/iskc
onnewgovardhana/?ref=bookm
arks

ISKCON 50th 
Display Panels
Throughout the world devotees have 
enthusiastically celebrated ISKCON’s 
50th Anniversary in diverse ways. This 
has included extensive promotion, 
such as a series of display panels 

(shown below) by the Global ISKCON 
50th Office. These have just been 
released to help promote ISKCON’s 
activities during its Anniversary 
events.

Vaishnavi Committee 
As part of the 50th Anniversary celebrations, a local Vaishnavi Committee has 
been formed to create events and activities focused on developing a nurturing 
environment for the women of our community. More details are to come.

mrdanga pic



Bhakti and Yoga
By Krishnarupa devi dasi (ACBSP)

The Krishna Village Eco Yoga 
Community has now successfully run 
a number of Yoga Teacher Training 
Courses. One of the main instructors 
is Lila Kirtana devi dasi, an ISKCON 
devotee who has been teaching yoga 
for nine years.

Since her move to Krishna Village Eco 
Yoga Community from Caringbah in 
Sydney, via Byron Bay with husband 
and fellow yoga teacher, Malcolm, 
she is inspired by the philosophy 
behind yoga. 

“It’s thrilling to be a part of a 
modern yoga community like Krishna 
Village and to have the time and 
support to do kirtana every day. 
The course creates compassionate, 
healthy, mindful yogis who in turn can 
help spread this knowledge around 
the world. The yoga teacher training 
program at the Krishna Village 
includes more on bhakti-yoga than 

any other course of its kind run in 
Australia,” says Lila.

Lila Kirtana was living at Govinda 
Valley, in Otford near Sydney, and 
although she hadn’t planned on 
teaching public classes, she found 
she loved sharing the knowledge. 
When the Byron Yoga Centre offered 
her full-time work in Byron working 
on the retreats and teacher trainings 
there, she made the move up to 
northern NSW about eight years ago.

“My main role in the teacher trainings 
was teaching japa, mantra meditation 
like kirtana, and the science of 
Ayurveda. Through teaching yoga and 
training people how to teach yoga, 
I’ve been able to introduce thousands 
of people to the practice of kirtana, 
and to vegetarianism through 
Ayurveda and the principles of sattva 
and ahimsa. While at the Krishna 
Village, all the students engage in 
kirtana twice a day, which they love,” 
Lila says.

HIGH SCHOOL 
WORK 
EXPERIENCE
By Syama Sakhi devi dasi

From 4–8 July, our Year 10 students 
embarked on their first work 
experience in the professional world 
and the first Gurukula program of its 
kind. With the help of Keli Kadamba, 
Syama Sakhi and Manjulali, the 
students mapped careers they are 
interested in and were then placed 
into related work experience. The 
objective was for the students to 
develop work ready skills, evaluate a 
range of career options and prepare 
for the transition from Gurukula into 
their chosen pathways.

Balaram was placed at the Byron 
SAE Institute to learn about sound 
engineering. Nika experienced the 
roles of a judge, prosecutor and 
defender at the Tweed Courthouse, 
then worked at the Collins bookstore 
in Byron Bay. Dhananjaya explored 
the psychology of interior design and 
wholesaling at an Eastern Emporium, 
also in Byron Bay. Lakshman assisted 
with various events taking place at 
the Murwillumbah Library.  Tulasi 
worked with toddlers and young 
children at a child care centre, while 

Gour had insight into training and 
commerce at the Murwillumbah 
Gym. His brother Bimala was on-
site building houses with Sridhama 
Mayapur dasa, while Anjali explored 
the life of a journalist at The Echo 
newspaper in Mullumbimby. 
 
As pioneers of the Gurukula work 
experience program, students 
commented that the program was 
highly beneficial, boosting their 
confidence as well as creating some 
very valuable ongoing connections 
with their employers. 

We are extremely proud of our 
students who all demonstrated 
initiative, reliability and great work 
ethics. They have successfully 
represented themselves as exemplary 
devotees, school ambassadors and 
emerging contributors in the wider 
community.

Lila Kirtana devi dasi with husband, 
Malcolm Knights.
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(Top to bottom) Anjali, Nika, Dhananjaya, 
Balaram, Lakshman, Bimala, Tulasi and 
Gour.
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Quality versus 
Quantity
By Mukunda Goswami

Srila Prabhupada is on record as 
indicating at one point in his career 
in the West that breaking new 
ground and preaching should for 
the time being be stopped, and that 
ISKCONites should concentrate on 
quality. In other words, members of 
his movement should study, become 
more learned, fixed in Krishna 
consciousness and concentrate on 
becoming exemplary devotees. He 
metaphorically (and astutely) called 
this “boiling the milk”.

In recent times the practice of 
focusing on quality instead of 
quantity or substance over form 
has been a major theme in ISKCON 
celebrations. An example is the 
Kulimela Festival of New Vrindavana, 
which occurred on 15 June 2016. It 
was a 10-year commemorative event 
that celebrated the first Kulimela in 
2006. A headline on ISKCON News 
called the event a blend of “Service, 
Fun, Family and Community”.

At a certain point, probably when 
depressing departures were brought 

to his attention, Srila Prabhupada 
allegedly said something like, “We 
shouldn’t be surprised at how 
many leave the Krishna conscious 
movement; we should be surprised at 
how many remain”.

The younger devotees in ISKCON 
sometimes referred to as “the youth” 
and “the second generation” have, 
without minimising preaching, 
been increasingly occupied with 
counselling, bonding, scriptural study 
and family solidarity.

Right Top: Locananda dasa teaching the 
children in the Library of Tallebudgerra 
Valley State School Right: Eric Chiswell, 
Locananda dasa, Debra, Kay Chiswell, 
Radharani Priya devi dasi.

Krishna and the 
Baha’i faith 
By Radharani Priya devi dasi

Late last month we were invited to 
two schools by Kay Chiswell from 
the Baha’i faith who weekly teaches 
students as part of their Baha’i 
religious education.

The Baha’i faith teaches about the 
different messengers of the Lord 
who come at different times to teach 
religious principles. They present 
Krishna as one of those messengers, 
so we were asked to teach the 
children about Krishna.

First we went to the Currumbin 
Valley State School and taught a class 
of 30 students from Grades 1–6. 
The children like meditation, so we 
taught them about the holy names 
of Krishna, how to chant the maha-
mantra and do the ‘Swami Step’.

Locananda then narrated a short 
story from Krishna’s pastimes and 

all the children were enraptured by 
Krishna’s lila.

All the children, teachers and parents 
joined in more chanting and dancing.

At the end we had questions from the 
children who were curious about such 
things as our tilaka, clothes, India  
and God.

Before leaving, we gifted the children 
a Krishna colouring-in leaflet and a 
maha-mantra sticker.

We then went to the Tweed Valley 
State School and taught two different 
classes, Grades 1 and 2, followed 
by Grades 3 to 6. The children were 
so receptive, spiritually inclined, all 
believing in God and praying daily.

It’s such a blessing to be part of Srila 
Prabhupada’s mission to teach young 
children about Krishna.

Visvambhar dasa from the Mayapuris 
gets the crowd chanting at New 
Vrindavana.
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Baby Bhavisya, a daughter born to Liliko 
devi dasi and Akincana Krishna dasa on 
Monday 18 July.
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A New Vaishnavi 
Arrives



Mukunda Goswami, writer, editor, 
researcher, one of the earliest 
members of the International 
Society  for Krishna Consciousness 
(ISKCON), and one of the 
first western students of the 
movement’s founder, His Divine 
Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami, 
was born on 10 April 1942, in 
Portland, Oregon USA. He has 
lectured in thirty-eight countries 
and published many newspaper 
and magazine articles. Author and 
co-author of several books, he 
now resides in Australia, where he 
continues to write.

His latest book, Do We Care? 
Australia’s First Home of Cow 
Protection, had a limited edition, 
soft bound release at the recent 
Ratha-yatra festival at New 
Govardhana. Guests and devotees 
alike were delighted to meet 
Maharaja as he signed their 
copies and chatted with them.

There are plans for a hard cover 
version in the near future.

Goshalla Goss
By Urvasi devi dasi

There is a lot of excitement around 
the goshalla currently. It seems that 
everyone is enamoured by the new 
arrivals, Hanuman, Panihati, Suryani 
and Pandu. The good news is that 
there are more calves to come!

Kishori and her daughter Gandharvika 
are very protective around their sons, 
Hanuman and Panihati respectively. 
Panihati was born during the Panihati 
Festival, while his older cousin was 
born the day before. The bull calves 
are Girolandos, a cross between a 
Friesian and a Gir. 

Next to appear was a three-quarter 
Gir, Chintamani, crossed with Aja, 
our youngest pure-bred Gir bull. 
Her name is Suryani. Chintamani 
and Suryani are very relaxed and 
comfortable with visitors but caution 
is always advised as mothers can be 
demonstrably protective in the first 
months after calving.  Most recently 
born was Pandu, to first-time mother 
Kaushalya. Pandu is a three-quarter 
Gir cross.

These four calves already have 
sponsors. Hanuman was sponsored 
by Hari Prana devi dasi and her 
children; Panihati by Vaishnavi devi 
dasi; and Suryani by Gitanjali devi dasi 
from Sydney. Pandu’s sponsor is yet 
to be confirmed.

Over the coming months we are 
expecting four more calves: one a 
pure bred Gir, and three Girolandos 
crossed with a pure bred Gir. One is 
already allocated for sponsorship, 
so if you would like to sponsor 
one of the new calves and have 
naming rights, please contact me via 
email devidasi_108@yahoo.com.

CORRECTIONS 
In the July edition of The Conch, on 

page 2, Sabhapati is the correct spelling. 
On page 9 we wrote, “Hare Krishnas 

Celebrate 50 years, 12 July” – that should 
have been written as “13 July”. On the 
same page the July Calendar implies 

that the incorporation of ISKCON in New 
York took place on 28 July 1966; the 

internationally agreed upon date is 13 
July 1966. We apologise for the errors.
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Hanuman

Panihati

Suryani

PanduPrema



SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
The Conch is your community 
newsletter, and we invite you to 
submit articles for publication.
Articles should be 300 words or 
less and supplied in MS Word via 
email to gordon108@bigpond.
com. Photographs must be 
in JPG format. Please provide 
the name of the author and 

the photographer. Anonymous 
submissions will not be published. 
Deadline is the 12th of each 
month. Occasionally a submission 
could be held over to a later 
edition. All submissions will be 
edited, proofread and may be 
rejected without notice.

EDITORIAL BOARD:
Damodara Pandit dasa, Govardhana Seva dasa, 
Krishnarupa devi dasi (ACBSP), Urvasi devi dasi 
(layout and graphic design).

For enquiries, comments or suggestions,  
contact: www.conch.org.au (Conch - Contact)

Open Day Success
By Krishnarupa devi dasi (ACBSP)

On 10 July, New Govardhana held 
its grand Open Day in celebration 
of ISKCON’s 50th Anniversary. It was 
probably the biggest festival that 
has ever been held here at New 
Govardhana, with an estimated 1500–
1800 guests attending throughout the 
day, including the Tweed Shire Deputy 
Mayor Gary Bagnall and other VIPs. 

The Deputy Mayor wrote on his 
Facebook page:

“Today around 1000 people 
gathered at the Hare Krishna’s farm 
(New Govardhana) just outside 
of Murwillumbah. This is the 
main centre for the Hare Krishna 
movement in Australia.

“… Not many locals would know 
that they [the Hare Krishnas] also 
bring millions of dollars into our local 
economy every year.

“… I was given a special invitation 
to represent our shire at the 
celebrations. The recently retired (65 
years of service) Doctor Betty Marks 
OAM was also an honoured guest.”

Just about all the prasadam stalls sold 
out of their wares, and an additional 
1300+ prasadam plates were served 
out. Hundreds of 50th Anniversary 
magazines were given to guests as 
well as 50 gift packs to VIPs. Various 
media also attended, including SBS 
and the ABC. (For the ABC interview, 
please go to http://www.abc.net.
au/…/hare-krishna-community-
cele…/7585602)  

ISKCON DISCIPLE 
COURSE
By Krishnarupa devi dasi (ACBSP)

There were smiles all around at the 
ISKCON Disciple Course (IDC) held in 
Brisbane early July. Twenty members 
of the Brisbane yatra attended the 
course. 

Created by 50 senior devotees over 
an extended period of time, the 
IDC is worthwhile for leaders and 
preachers – and a must for devotees 
seeking initiation (first or second 
initiations). It became ISKCON Law on 
Janmastami, 2015, that any devotee 
seeking first or second initiation must 
have passed this course.

I facilitated the IDC from Friday 
through to Sunday. My thanks to all 
the attendees – and the devotees 
who kept us supplied with copious 
amounts of delicious prasadam.

Some feedback from the attendees 
were as follows:

“The course is mind-blowing.”

“There are so many things I have 
learned during the course that I 
didn’t know even after eight years of 
practicing [devotional service].”

“The facilitator brought us very close 
to Srila Prabhupada.”

For expressions of interest in 
enrolment for the next course, 
please contact Krishnarupa devi dasi 
(ACBSP): 0416 179 733
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Right, top to bottom: Devotees carry Lady 
Subhadra Deity to the temple after the 
parade. Srila Prabhupada murti was also 
part of the festival. Mukunda Goswami 
with Dr Betty Marks, OAM. More than 
1500 devotees and guests participated in 
this year’s Ratha-yatra. Smiling faces at Brisbane’s ISKCON 

Disciple Course.



AUGUST Calendar
 (from Vaishnava calendar www.vaisnavacalendar.com)

Upcoming Events

Daily at various locations 
Contact Garuda dasa for details
garuda108das@hotmail.com

Sunday Mornings
Northern NSW & Gold Coast
Visnujana dasa 0498 141 021

Harinama 
Sankirtana ki jaya!

7 Sun        Sri Raghunandana Thakura – Disappearance
                  Sri Vamsidasa Babaji – Disappearance
14 Sun      Ekadasi: Fasting for Pavitropana Ekadasi
                  Radha Govinda Jhulana Yatra begins
15 Mon    Dvadasi: Break Fast  6.17 – 10.00 am
                  Srila Rupa Goswami – Disappearance
                  Sri Gauridasa Pandita – Disappearance
18 Thu      Jhulana Yatra ends
                  Lord Balarama – Appearance
                  (Fast till noon)
19 Fri        Srila Prabhupada’s departure for the USA
25 Thu      Sri Krishna Janmastami: Appearance of Lord Sri Krishna
                  (Fast till midnight)
26 Fri        Nandotsava
                  Srila Prabhupada – Appearance
                  (Fast till noon)                                                                  
28 Sun      Ekadasi: Fasting for Annada Ekadasi
29 Mon    Dvadasi: Break Fast 6.03 – 9.52 am

© 2016 The Conch copyright of New Govardhana     www.conch.org.au

Jhulan Yatra  
Sunday, 14 August–Thursday, 18 August

Daily during the morning program

7am  Darsana 
7.05am  Guru puja 
7.15–7.40am Swing festival 
7.40–8.30am Srimad Bhagavatam class
Sunday evening

6.30pm  Arati and kirtana 
6.50pm  Swing festival and kirtana

Balarama Purnima 
Thursday, 18 August

7.30am  Darsana 
9.30am  Bhajanas 
10am  Class 
10.45am Abhiseka 
11.30am Gift opening 
Noon  Arati and kirtana 
12.30pm Children’s activities - 
  Transcendental treasure hunt 
1pm  Feast

Balarama Purnima Sponsorship

New outfit for deities  $3000 
Feast    $1008 
Garlands for deities  $501 
Varuni juice    $251 
Abhiseka   $251 
Flowers for vases  $251 
Flowers for decoration  $251 
Children’s treasure hunt  $108 
Abhiseka   $501

Janmastami Day 
Thursday, 25 August

3pm  Bhajans, fire yajna 
4pm  Arati 
4.30–5.30pm Bhajans 
5.30–6.00pm Gurukula presentations 
6.30–7pm Sandhya arati 
7–7.45pm Swing festival  
7.45–8.15pm Opening gifts & donor appreciation 
8.15–8.30pm Dance 
8.30–8.50pm Sayana arati 
8.50–9.45pm Bhajanas 
9.45–11pm Abhiseka 
11pm  Curtains close (Deity dressing) 
11–Midnight Kirtana in temple 
  Midnight arati 
12.30pm Feast

Janmastami Adhivas 
Wednesday, 24 August 

6.30pm      Sandhya arati 
6.50pm      Adhivas ceremony

Srila Prabhupada Appearance Day 
Friday, 26 August 

4.30am  Mangala arati – led by Srila   
                             Prabhupada 
7am  Darsana 
8.30am  SB class Srila Prabhupada  
9.15am  Offer Vyasapuja book 
9.30am  Homages, readings & presentations 
11am  Abhiseka of Srila Prabhupada 
11.45am Continue with homages 
12.45pm Feast offered to Srila Prabhupada 
1pm  Puspanjali and gurupuja 
2pm  FeastFeast
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